
New Era Bible Church Online Bible Study 

“Growing Pains” 

Growing Through Mistakes 

(Psalm 31) 

None of us like making mistakes. Yet it’s part of being human isn’t it? Making mistakes is often embarrassing, humbling, 

even humiliating at times. After all, who likes to look incompetent? 

Frank Lloyd Wright—“A doctor can bury his mistakes, but an architect can only advise his clients to plant vines.” 

We don’t mind so much the “little” mistakes (i.e. burning the cookies, forgetting to pay a bill, etc.) It’s the big ones, the 

tragic ones, that haunt us: 

 Loss of life savings due to an unwise business decision 

 Impulsively getting married only to find it is a disaster 

 Prescribing the wrong medication and putting someone in a coma 

 Not seeing your child when backing out of the driveway 

The only place to hide and begin again is found in the _____________ of God’s ____________. 

Understand:  a mistake is not ________________ a sin. Because we live in an imperfect, ___________ world and we 

ourselves are imperfect, fallen people, we will make mistakes. Sin is more __________________; we know something to 

be wrong and deliberately _____________ it. 

Mistakes are not out and out _____________________, deception or willful ____________________.  Mistakes can at 

times lead to ______, but on the whole they are accidental or blundering in nature and stem from a variety of 

_____________.  

 __________-_________________ mistakes 

 __________-_________________ mistakes 

 ________________ mistakes 

 Unrestrained _________________ mistakes 

 _________-spot mistakes 

What we need is a refuge, a redeemer. That’s what we find in Psalm 31 

1. God, our _______________ (v.1-5) a safe, welcoming place 

2. God, Who _______ and __________ us (v.6-8) One Who protects us 

3. God, Whom we can __________ (v.9-22) 

4. God, our _________ (v.23-24) 

Oscar Wilde—“Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes.” 

Three Tips to Preventing Mistakes: 

1. Check your _____________--why are you going to do what you’re about to do? 

2. Check the _______________--think about the timing of what you’re about to do 

3. Check the _______________--determine if this is the best way to do what you’re about to do 


